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FROM THE DIRECTOR

HELLBENDER UPDATE
Thanks to a collaboration with Logan
Schmitt, we raised funds to expand an
existing Hellbender conservation project in
the Western Highland Rim of Tennessee. We
hope this expansion will help stabilize the
population in an additional stream habitat
while we work to understand causes of the
species’ decline.

QUICK STATS

In just two short years, The Alongside Wildlife
Foundation has grown from simply a “home”
for my science communication efforts to an
organization that sends tens of thousands of
dollars to wildlife conservation efforts around
the world, funding projects as diverse as
aardvark tracking in Namibia and monitoring
tigers by local communities in Nepal.

We have seen the publication of my first book,
Secrets of Snakes, a science communication
initiative of the foundation, we have built
partnerships that produced funds for
amphibian conservation in Tennessee and,
thanks to the growth we experienced in the last
year, were able to establish a fund dedicated to
acquiring land for conservation.

In 2019 we prioritized funding projects that
increased leadership and involvement of
minorities and members of marginalized
groups in wildlife conservation and selected
efforts to reduce gender-based violence
among conservation professionals in Vietnam,
a project that increased the involvement of
women in primate research in Benin, and
helped establish a program to conserve sea
turtles in Nigeria, converting poachers to
protectors.

Truly, it is hard to wrap my head around. Of
course, it’s all thanks to the folks who have
supported the foundation; I’m proud to share
our first ever annual report with you and I hope
you’ll agree we are working hard to convert
your donations into impactful conservation
work.

Loss of nesting habitat from stream
degradation may be causing decreased
breeding and juvenile survival leading to
alarming declines in Hellbender populations in
Middle Tennessee.

Grassmere we have already installed 16 nest
boxes in the study stream and have
documented use of the boxes by resident
Hellbenders.

We are installing a series of nest boxes within
a Tennessee stream, in which we plan to
translocate zoo-raised animals, to provide
critical habitat the Hellbenders there urgently
need. In collaboration with the Nashville Zoo at

David A. Steen, PH.D.
Executive Director, Wildlife Scientist And
Science Communicator

We will aim to deploy a greater number of nest
boxes at the study site during the 2021 and
2022 field seasons. We will also start a health
assessment and monitoring program to better
understand why the Hellbender population is in
trouble.

Art generously donated by Logan Schmitt, proceeds during the first run went to the Hellbender Conservation Project and now go to supporting the organization as a whole.
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FUTURE GOALS
Increase financial stability
Grow our fund to acquire land to
contribute to regional conservation
goals while protecting imperiled
species
Increase community engagement
Continue funding natural history
research, science education and
communication, and plans reducing
human/wildlife conflict

TO OUR DONORS

CHALLENGES
Conducting programs at high-capacity
without full-time staff members
Currently prioritizing health and safety
so unable to interact with people at
conferences and meetings
Finding opportunities to publicize our
work as well as the work of our
amazing grantees

We just want to say thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for all the support you
have given and continue to give us.
It is only with your help that we have been
able to continue to grow and work towards
fulfilling our mission of communicating

The photos on this page are associated with the
following projects funded by the foundation:
Upper left: Marie-Michaire LIMA (University of
Abomey Calavi) - Diversity and occupancy of
mammals on Lama Forest, Southern Benin
Lower left: Lauren Hennelly (UC-Davis) - Assessing
the status and distribution of wolves in Pakistan
using genetics

science, promoting wildlife coexistence, and
conserving wildlife and wild spaces.
From our smallest donors to our largest, we
would not be where we are today without all of
you, thank you!
The Alongside Wildlife Team

Top right: Marina Garrido Priego (Osa
Conservation): Creating the first conservation
action plan for the endemic and endangered Golfo
Dulce Poison Dart Frog using citizen science and
tiny-tech.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
PATREON

BIRTHDAY

Join our grassroots army of donors for
as little as $1 a month on Patreon at
patreon.com/LivingAlongsideWildlife

Host a virtual fundraiser for your
birthday or special occasion

PAYPAL OR MAIL

ARTWORK

Consider donating to our organization
annually via PayPal or mailing funds

Take a look at the artwork on our
website, and think about giving it as
a unique gift

AMAZONSMILE

BUY OUR MERCH!

Designate us as your charity on
AmazonSmile

Consider purchasing our merch with
our logo on it from our website

SPREAD THE WORD
/ALONGSIDEWILDLIFEFOUNDATION

“

If you’re going to live by
the river, make friends
with the crocodile
- Indian proverb

@ALONGSIDEWILDLIFEFOUNDATION
@WILDLIFEFOUND

”
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